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Urban safety, community initiative & creativity
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Lives in greater Copenhagen

Msc. Economics & Business Administration 
Major in Urban and Organizational Sociology

STEFFEN GRAY
STREET STUDIES



Street Studies combines social 
entrepreneurship and urban renewal 

- connecting culture and urban 
settings, and we made our mark 
globally in the field of large-scale 

muralism.

We are managing the world’s leading 
urban arts program, with more than 

30.000 artworks in the portfolio

Non-profit based organization, working with 
holistic urbanization at micro level:

➔ Urban space transformations

➔ Community building and sociology

➔ Project management and strategizing

➔ International muralism and research

➔ Urban safety and renewal

➔ Help and sparring for local initiatives

Street Studies as a creative 
transformation initiative



The Street Studies team manages
The World’s largest Urban Arts program

A national festival Every 
2 Weeks all year

400 festivals since 2002 
with 30.000 artworks



OUR ACTIVITIES MAPPED OUT | FIRST HALF OF 2019

VICE-PRESIDENT IN THE 
WORLD’S LARGEST IN 7 YEARS

STARTED BY 5 LOCAL 
CULTURE-MAKERS



CURATING AND 
FACILITATING 

WORLDCLASS MURAL ART 

OUR ARTISTS CONTRIBUTION TO THE STREET ART FESTIVAL 2019 - PAUSER, CZECH REPUBLIC  



PROJECT FOR PUBLIC SPACES, NEW YORK & BOSTON, 2019

In 2019 we were booked for a number of talks on grassroots approaches 
in Urban Safety and participatory design. Grassroots movements are 

evolving, offering new and impactful collaborations

Legitimacy, CSR and 
social innovation in 

focus



motivatinG local/young 
initiatives

Transforming overlooked 
Neighborhoods

With this kind of momentum..
..we put it to work!

facilitating a research 
network with universities

sparring on policy and
approaches

connecting institutions for 
long term benefits



GREVE’S SAFER TUNNELS PROJECT, 2017

dialogue and Safety 
in local 

neighborhoods 



Unpleasant and antisocial behaviour from others

Poor lighting

Lack of other passengers

Poor maintenance and cleaning





Significant difference

Negative cues are picked up by locals 
and are often perceived as 

unpleasant or unsafe.  By changing 
these cues we can alter atmospheres, 
and urban art is one of the most cost-

effective solutions.

The creative process gives us an 
amazing contact with locals and a 
great amount of direct feedback.

Before

After



Example case -videos

GREVE SAFER TUNNELS PROJECT, 2018

Creative solutions on 
very real problems

12K VIEWS

https://www.facebook.com/StreetStudies/videos/vl.353020061801292/1330151033794750/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/StreetStudies/videos/vl.353020061801292/1330151033794750/?type=1


Local initiatives

We are social entrepreneurs and one 
of our biggest focus area in the 

Organization, is to support others in 
“getting started” themselves.

A little friendly push and some advice 
can mean the difference between 

having a good idea, and starting to 
carry it out in the community.

➔ How do I gather a team around my 
idea?

➔ How can my passions fit into the 
landscape of local “players”?

➔ How do I get funding for my ideas?
➔ How can it make an impact?



Citizens living everyday-lives 

Community, culture, arts, social 

involvement

Decisions being 

made about local 

lives and structures

Urban planning, politics etc

Often urban 

initiative comes 

from here, 

addressing cultural 

or social dynamics -

In close context to 

Urban planning and 

local politics

The path to urban initiatives and the missing link



feel a sense of
OPPORTUNITY

build
EMPATHY

feel active

SUPPORTbe curious and gain
KNOWLEDGE

Sprouting social 
entrepreneurs

Se et behov og find 
motivation

Forstå hvordan
Forstå hvordan

Forstå hvordan

Let’s look into that!



Learn how to raise money 
for your great ideas!

Street Studies now offers locals and 
young people to get experience with 
grant funding and project proposals 

in a 3-day crash course. Right here in 
Ringsted!

Read more and sign up no later than April 10:
www.streetstudies.eu/projekter/bliv-projektmager



ELECTION FOR CITY COUNCIL IN RINGSTED, 2017

Local Campaign:
Young voices in the 
streets of Ringsted

14K VIEWS

https://www.facebook.com/StreetStudies/videos/753055631548098/
https://www.facebook.com/StreetStudies/videos/753055631548098/


Visibly connect local 
stakeholders

Learn project skills and 
grassroot approaches

Involve dialogue facilitators 
for good feedback

Teaching material for 
community schools 

Renewal jobs for at-risk youth Cultural and artistic 
workshops with youth

https://www.facebook.com/StreetStudies/videos/vl.353020061801292/1330151033794750/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/StreetStudies/videos/vl.353020061801292/1330151033794750/?type=1
https://youtu.be/fgn5YVBbVlE
https://youtu.be/fgn5YVBbVlE


Get the schools involved

Through community schools and the 
teachers there, you get one of the 

most representative groups of 
children and young people possible.

➔ Valuable feedback for local 
institutions and the municipality

➔ Mandatory teaching material for 
7th graders

➔ Explore and reflect upon local 
“places”

➔ Write letters to the urban planners 
about concerns

➔ Exhibitions and presentations
➔ Sharing stories about your 

neighborhood on Google and 
Social media



The students include modern IT where they explore 
the urban spaces - Both physically and online.



Make a 360 photo in the Google 

Street view app

Use VR Cardboard Glasses to 

experience it



Feedback is very important to our work
..And it comes in many forms..



Social entrepreneurship Crash course
Stakeholder brainstorm



Time for a quick brainstorm! 
We’re gonna make our own WordClouds

Take your phone out

And go to the website: www.Menti.com

Go to WordCloud 

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/eba0c089105f71be63de218050d984d2/7ad6687a68ac


Connects Local Actors

We see different institutions and 
initiatives working separately on the 

same problems, in the same area. We 
bind those actors together and add 

new skill sets and ideas to the 
dialogue.

We can all benefit from a short distance 
between stakeholders in the same area

➔ Urban planners
➔ Neighborhood 
➔ Street teams and social efforts
➔ Youth centres
➔ Schools
➔ Citizen and community boards
➔ Creative resources in and outside 

the neighborhood



More holistic urban safety projects

CURRENTLY ENGAGING IN:

Expanding our “local initiative”-programs to other cities

More large-scale mural projects & international networks

Mentor more young people and build local support



Questions
and answers!

Let’s invite Nicky to the podium and get some 
questions from the audience

STEFFEN GRAYNicky Petersen

https://www.facebook.com/StreetStudies/videos/vl.353020061801292/1330151033794750/?type=1


Questions
and answers!

Safer tunnels project 2017-2018

STEFFEN GRAYNicky Petersen
Municipality side

Urban planner - Project manager 
Contractor side
Project manager 

https://www.facebook.com/StreetStudies/videos/vl.353020061801292/1330151033794750/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/StreetStudies/videos/vl.353020061801292/1330151033794750/?type=1


Thank you for being here!
Catch us for a chat afterwards 

Info@Streetstudies.Eu

STEFFEN GRAY
STREET STUDIES

Urban Safety
Social Entrepreneurship

local dialogue
urban arts curating

mailto:Info@StreetStudies.eu

