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Sustainable Smart Cities







Main Streets



Shoppingstreets



Main Street

General:
• Many owners
• Integrated in the urban fabric
• A broad mix



Main Street

Content:
• Residential
• 50 % retail and service (restauranger etc)
• 50 % non-retail

• Officespace
• Light industry
• Public services



Main Street

Small firms
• Startups
• Independent stores







The New Urban Agenda

Optimize the spatial dimension 
15/C (iii) Reinvigorating long-term and integrated urban and territorial planning and design in order to optimize 
the spatial dimension of the urban form and deliver the positive outcomes of urbanization;



The New Urban Agenda

A public space network
67. We commit ourselves to promoting the creation and maintenance of well-connected and welldistributed
networks of open, multipurpose, safe, inclusive, accessible, green and quality public spaces, to improving the 
resilience of cities to disasters and climate change, including floods, drought risks and heat waves, to improving 
food security and nutrition, physical and mental health, and household and ambient air quality, to reducing 
noise and promoting attractive and liveable cities, human settlements and urban landscapes and to prioritizing 
the conservation of endemic species.



The New Urban Agenda

Public Space and Streets
37. We commit ourselves to promoting safe, inclusive, accessible, green and quality public spaces, including 
streets, sidewalks and cycling lanes, squares, waterfront areas, gardens and parks, that are multifunctional 
areas for social interaction and inclusion, human health and well-being, economic exchange and cultural 
expression and dialogue among a wide diversity of people and cultures, and that are designed and managed to 
ensure human development and build peaceful, inclusive and participatory societies, as well as to promote 
living together, connectivity and social inclusion.



The New Urban Agenda

Network of streets and other
public spaces

100. We will support the provision of well-designed networks of safe, accessible, green and quality 

streets and other public spaces that are accessible to all and free from crime and violence, including 

sexual harassment and gender-based violence, considering the human scale, and measures that allow for 

the best possible commercial use of street-level floors, fostering both formal and informal local markets 

and commerce, as well as not-for-profit community initiatives, bringing people into public spaces and 

promoting walkability and cycling with the goal of improving health and wellbeing.



Why don’t we built more Main Streets?

• The market is adapted to the current planning system

• It will not take the first step, but will happily exploit main streets over 
time



Innovations

• Planning innovations

• Financial innovations

• Political innovations



The New Urban Agenda

Readdress

15/a Readdress the way we plan, finance, develop, govern and manage cities and human settlements, 
recognizing sustainable urban and territorial development as essential to the achievement of sustainable 
development and prosperity for all;



“Half of the world’s population lives in 
cities”





Soon…half of the world’s population lives in suburbs!



Change on a massive scale

• Climate adaption, lowering CO2

• Sustainability

• Walkability

• Integration

• Poverty reduction

• Life chances
Focus on the Burbs



Urbanization process in the West

• People move from suburbs in small towns to suburbs in larger towns



But why?



Pruitt Igoe, 
built 1954



The 
Demolishing 
of Pruitt Igoe
1972

The End of 
Modernism, 



New 
orientation for 
architecture

Moshe Safti, who was 
the director of the 
Urban Design Program 
at Harvard University's 
Graduate School of 
Design, until 1984 
summarizes this 
development in his 
book the “City after the 
automobile”.



New Orientation for Architecture

At Harvard, following decades of close association between environmental, political, and 
architectural issues under Walter Gropius and Josep Lluis Sert, the university decided that 
study and training in architecture and urban policy did not belong together. 

City planning, now understood primarily as the making of policy, was incorporated into the 
Kennedy School of Government. 

Architecture…remained in the Design School, "purified" of the mundane and "elevated" to 
the status of Art.

Within a decade…architects had withdrawn from the "vision of the city business" and 
retreated to the simpler world of form-making at the scale of the building alone.



Back to the City



Economic transformation



1970 suburbia is challenged

Production HeadquarterIT

Small cities, 
countyrside or abroad

Big Cities



1980 Cities are growing

Downsizing
of

Headquarters

Marketing

Service

Distribution

IT

Finance Law

Economy



1990 Increased B2B in cities

Marketing

Service

Distribution

IT

Finance Law

Economy



Specialization in the knowledge economy relies on a broader 
network of interconnected specialists to support the whole.



2000 Globalization

A need of many new local headquarters 
bying local knowledge



2019 The City as Strategic Resource
• Here are the specialists, here are the innovators, here are the talents and 

here you manifest your corporate identity. 



The changing character of work
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Mashpee Commons, Massachusetts, USA



Mashpee Commons, Massachusetts, USA



Mashpee Commons, Massachusetts, USA



Mashpee Commons, Massachusetts, USA





27 Walkups in Washington DC







• Central walkable parts in our cities are becoming expensive and 
crowded and increasingly messy.

• This has created a demand for transforming suburbs to a walkable 
mix-use urban neighborhoods.



The Core and the Burbs





The impact of cities layout?



Gatutäthet

• How many square kilometer street is it on a square kilometer land?

Total street length/km²



Hur mycket mark går åt till gator?

• Proportion of land that is covered by street?

Total area of streets/km²



Antal korsningar

• Number of intersections on a square kilometer land

Number of intersektions/km²



Composit Street City Index

Gatulängd + Gatornas area + Antal korsningar 
= Composit Street City Index



Cities with a CPI over 0.900



Cities with a CPI below 0.500



Morphology and Streets

















1.Fine grain ownership and smart money
2.Easy to mix different groups in the block
3.Easy to mix tenure in the block
4.Easier to adapt or demolish buildings 
5.More entrances to the street
6.Fewer dwellings share entrance - reduce anonymity
7.Easier to encourage premises at street level
8.Creates variation of architecture
9.More attractive environment for pedestrians
10.Adapt the block to different street types



Gothenburgh

• A narrow plot for 4 stories would create space 
for 12 dwellings or 1000 square meters. 

• The building cost would be 3.2 million euro. 

• 70 % from the bank 

• 1 million euro in cash to built a multi family 
house in a central low risk location. 

• The entry level today is 5 million in cash and 
that level weeds out the small, local 
entrepreneurs. 



Rinkeby

16000 people

90 % immigrants



Rinkeby

58 plots

10 owners

5 dominant
owners

Is this 
acceptable?



Steigereiland



Steigereiland



Tübingen, Südstadt



Tübingen, Südstadt



Tübingen, Südstadt



Public Space





Brooklyn





New York Plaza Program



The ABC-people



The urbanites

Seniors

Lonely people

Teenagers

Unemployed

Immigrants

Undesirables

Small 
entrepreneurs

---

Tourists





Nearby
visitors

Tourists

Locals Workers



Placemaking in Stockholm





The Piazza at Schmidt's, Philadelphia





The Piazza at Schmidt's, Philadelphia



The Piazza at Schmidt's, Philadelphia



Opened 2009



Place governance



It’s not the beauty, it’s the enclosure









STORA CENTRALA MARKPARKERINGAR = POTENTIAL FÖR 

UTVECKLING
































